
‘A’ TO ‘H’ NON-
DENOMINATED

U.S. STAMPS
USED TO AND 
IN BERMUDA

HORST AUGUSTINOVIC

On May 29th, 1978, the postage rate for 
domestic U.S. letters was increased from 
13¢ to 15¢ and the USPS produced non-
denominated ‘A’ stamps for domestic 
use. Although UPU rules of the time 
required stamps used on international 
mail to show a figure denomination and 
that non-denominated stamps were only 
to be used on domestic mail, ‘A’ stamps 
showed up on mail to Bermuda very 
quickly and were also used by U.S. 
military personnel to pay local utility bills.



In 1978 the surface 
mail postage rate 
to Bermuda was 
20¢.
The New York Post 
Office accepted 
the ‘A’ stamp at 
the 15¢ value and 
indicated the 
postage due at 5¢.
Bermuda should 
have doubled that 
to 10¢ postage 
due but decided 
to only collect 4¢.
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This cover mailed in 
Boston is interesting 
as it shows the 
additional postage 
required for both 
surface and airmail 
to Bermuda –
surface was 20¢ 
and airmail 25¢ at 
the time.
Obviously the 
additional ‘A’ 
stamp covered 
both surface and 
airmail, although 
technically both 
stamps were invalid 
for use to Bermuda.
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It was inevitable 
that the domestic 
‘A’ stamp  would 
be used by 
members of the 
U.S. military 
paying their local 
utility bills.
Interestingly the 
U.S. Navy post 
office did not use 
their regular 
datestamp, but a 
smudge to 
cancel the 
stamp.
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‘B’ stamps were issued 
on March 15th, 1981, 
when the U.S. letter 
rate was increased to 
18¢. 

The airmail rate to 
Bermuda was now 30¢ 
and the postage 
therefore short by 
12¢, not withstanding 
the fact that the 
stamp was technically 
invalid.

Bermuda could have 
charged 24¢ postage 
due, but only charged 
8¢.
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Mailed at the 
FPO 09560 Unit 1 
in Southampton, 
the 30¢ postage 
rate was 
obviously short 
by 12¢ and the 
Bermuda Post 
Office could 
have charged 
24¢ postage 
due, but again 
only charged 8¢. 
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This cover shows 
the additional 
postage required 
for both surface 
and airmail to 
Bermuda – surface 
was now 30¢ and 
airmail 35¢.
The additional ‘B’ 
stamp covered 
both surface and 
airmail, although 
technically both 
stamps were 
invalid for use to 
Bermuda
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The Fort 
Lauderdale 
post office 
had no 
problem with 
the sender 
using an 
invalid ‘B’ 
stamp worth 
only 18¢, but 
objected to 
the use of the 
double panel 
window 
envelope. 
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In this case the 
U.S. Post Office 
did return the 
letter to the 
sender for the 
additional 12¢ 
postage that 
was required, 
but ignored the 
fact that the 
stamp was valid 
for domestic use 
only.
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With the addition 
of ‘Domestic 
Mail’, ‘C’ stamps 
were issued on 
October 11th, 
1981, when the 
U.S. domestic 
letter  rate 
increased to 20¢.
This letter was 
mailed at the U.S. 
Navy’s FPO 09560 
in St. David’s.
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My mother had 
no problem 
mailing this letter 
in Milwaukee, the 
Post Office even 
confirming that 
Postage and Fees 
were paid.
But the Post 
Office did not 
identify itself and 
instead used a 
killer cancellation 
instead of a 
proper date
stamp.
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With the 
domestic ‘C’ 
stamp valued 
at 20¢, the 
postage was 
10¢ short of 
the required 
30¢ postage to 
Bermuda.
The Bermuda 
Post Office 
could have 
doubled the 
deficiency, 
but did not.
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Mailed at the U.S. 
Navy’s Unit 1 in 
Southampton, this 
letter was 10¢ 
short of the 
required 30¢ 
postage for 
Bermuda.
In this case the 
sender used 
another ‘C’ 
stamp worth 20¢ 
to make up the 
shortage
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‘D’ stamps were 
introduced on 
February 1st, 1985, 
when the U.S. 
domestic letter 
rate was  
increased to 22¢. 
Westchester, NY, 
seemed to be o.k. 
with a ‘Domestic 
Mail’ stamp used 
on international 
mail.
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If this letter had 
been mailed with 
the 22¢ ‘D’ stamp 
when the 
postage rate to 
Bermuda was 30¢, 
the letter would 
have been 8¢ 
short of postage.
However, the 
postage rate had 
increased on 
February 17th, 
1985, to 33¢ and 
was therefore mis-
rated by the FPO 
09560 in 
Southampton.
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In August 1986 
the U.S. Navy 
Post Office did 
not accept the 
22¢ Domestic 
Mail ‘C’ stamp 
and returned 
the letter for 44¢ 
postage.
The sender 
obviously 
decided to mail 
it at the local 
Bermuda rate of 
15¢ instead.
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When ‘E’ stamps 
were issued on 
March 22nd, 1988, to 
accommodate the 
rate change to 25¢, 
the design of the 
stamps was totally 
changed. The Ft. 
Myers Post Office 
spelled out the 
policy and the 
sender added $1.44 
in postage. Why is a 
mystery. The Post 
Office in turn did 
not bother to 
cancel the stamps.
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The Tucson Post 
Office accepted 
the ‘Domestic USA’ 
stamp at its 25¢ 
value and correctly 
taxed the letter 15¢ 
postage due to 
make up the 40¢ 
surface mail rate to 
Bermuda.
Unfortunately, the 
Bermuda Post 
Office did not 
bother to collect 
the postage due.
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Although the first 
25¢  ‘E’ stamp 
was rejected, the 
sender used a 
second one to 
cover the 45¢ 
rate, even 
though the 
stamps were 
improperly used 
on non-domestic 
mail. Two wrongs 
can apparently 
make a right.
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This letter was 
returned to the 
sender for an 
additional 20¢ in 
postage which 
was overpaid 5¢ 
with the 25¢ 
stamp.
In 1991 the airmail 
rate to Bermuda 
was 50¢ and 
would have been 
covered by two 
25¢ ‘E’ stamps. 
How was the 
postage due 
calculated at 20¢?
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On January 22nd, 
1991, ‘F’ stamps 
were issued when 
the domestic U.S. 
rate changed to 
29¢. The U.S. Navy 
Post Office 
rejected the ‘F’ 
stamps although 
they would have 
covered the 50¢ 
rate, and the 
sender mailed the 
letter through the 
Bermuda Post 
Office instead.
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The airmail rate to 
Bermuda was 50¢ in 
1991. It may have 
been a double-
weight letter as the 
Mojave Post Office 
indicated postage 
as 70¢ and, 
allowing 29$ for the 
‘F’ stamp, the 
postage due as 
41¢. The Bermuda 
Post Office 
correctly charged 
82¢ – double the 
deficiency.
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In this case the ‘F’ 
stamp was not 
accepted by the 
U.S. Navy Post 
Office, and it was 
pointed out that 
the stamps were 
only valid for 
domestic use. 
Rather than mail 
the letter at the 50¢ 
overseas rate, the 
sender decided to 
mail it at the local 
rate of 20¢ in St. 
David’s.
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The U.S. Navy 
returned this letter 
to the sender for 
additional postage. 
The sender added 
the 25¢ stamp, 
however, it seems 
that the letter was 
then sent to New 
York in error.
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On January 22nd, 
1991, when ‘F’ 
stamps were issued 
for the domestic 
rate change to 29¢, 
the USPS also issued 
a stamp valued at 
4¢ to make up the 
4¢ increase in the 
domestic letter 
rate.
One of these 
‘make-up’ stamps 
was used on this 
letter to cover the 
50¢ airmail rate in 
effect at the time.
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The sender of this 
letter used a 4¢ 
make-up stamp to 
comply with the 
domestic letter 
rate increase to 
29¢, however, he 
still had to pay an 
additional 21¢ 
towards the 50¢ 
airmail rate to 
Bermuda, which 
he did correctly.
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The ‘G’ stamp was 
issued on 
December 13th, 
1994, when the 
domestic letter rate 
increased to 32¢.
Restriction to use 
non-denominated 
stamps on 
international mail 
was lifted in 1995 
and the 64¢ value 
of the two ‘G’ 
stamps more than 
covered the 50¢ 
airmail rate to 
Bermuda.
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‘H’, the final stamp 
in the ‘alphabet 
series’, was issued 
on January 10th, 
1999, when the U.S. 
domestic letter rate 
increased to 33¢. 
The U.S. Post Office 
now accepted 
non-denominated 
stamps on 
international mail 
and as the U.S. 
military had left 
Bermuda in 1995, it 
made collecting 
examples of this 
mail far less 
interesting.
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