Bermuda Postal Stationery 1880 - 1952

The purpose of this exhibit is to show Bermuda Postal Stationery from the first issue of formula cards in
1880 through the different types of of Stationery ending with those in use at the end of the reign of King
George VI

Content Period Page
Th f this exhibit is chronological
e s.tructure.o this exhibit is chronologica I Formula cards 1880 - 85 5.

within each if the four types. Essays and

. : . Postal Cards 1885 - 40
proofs are followed by the issued items in ,
varieties II: Registered Envelopes

' McQuondale 18907
De la Rue

III. Newspaper Wrappers
IV. Air Mail Wrappers

The content of this exhibit . This exhibit includes most of the significant essays, proofs, specimens and
varieties

The rarity statements are based on research over a number of years in putting together the Bermuda
Stamp Catalog and the exhibitors auction records for he past 50 years.

References:

Higgins & Gage

Ludington, M. H. The Postal History and Stamps of Bermuda

Bermuda Collectors Society, Bermuda Post 1986 - current

David Cordon & Michel Forand: The Bermuda Specialized Stamp Catalogue



Section: I: Cards Half Penny
Queen Victoria

Bermuda joined the Universal Postal Union in April 1877 and membership required postcards to be
provided for the public. However, nothing was dome until after the reorganiation of the post office in
1878-79. The Post Office Regulation Act, Amendment Act of 1879 on July 22nd allowed that postcards
would be procurred. It was not until a year later that postcards were finally made available for public use.

Printing: The first postal cards were printed by Donald McPhee Lee, Queen’s Printer and publisher of the
Royal Gazette. Postage was paid by affixing stamps to the pre-printed spaces on the card prior to sale.
The 1/2d (Inland) and 11/2d (Foreign) card were released by the Post Office on July 1, 1880 and August
1, 1880, respectively. Lee also printed surcharges on the Provisionals in 1893. Regualr cards with a pre-
printed indicum, were ordered from De la Rue in 1884 and were received on 1885. De La Rue continued
to produce all cards between that date and about 1960.

The 1/2d cards of 1880

Feature Setting A Setting B Setting C
Break in oval above “UD” Large Medium Small

Hairline flaw through “MUD” None Strong Faint
“BERMUDA” measures 23.5mm 24.5mm 25.0mm
“BERMUDES” measures 25.0mm 26.0mm 27.0mm
“UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION” measures 47.0mm 47.5mm 48.25mm

“U” of “UNIVERAL” IS ABOVE S “(comma) ‘A” Between D & A
Colour Carmine Carmine Rose

2000 cards produced loacally and first issued in 1 August 1880.




Section: I: Cards Half Penny
Queen Victoria 1880 Setting A

Unissued with divided opinions whether this is a proof or a provisional prepared because of the non-
arrival of the %d postal cards from De La Rue in 1885, but never issued
Ex. Tucker, Ludington

With 1880 stamp attached giving credence to a proof for the 1880 issue
Ex Ulrich



Section: I: Cards Half Penny
Queen Victoria 1880 Setting A




Section: I: Cards Half Penny
Queen Victoria 1880 Setting B

uprated with 1d stamp so paying the 1%d foreign postcard rate



Section: I: Cards Half Penny
Queen Victoria 1880 Setting C

Setting C, the colour if ink is now rose vs carmine for settings A and B.




Section: I: Cards One Penny Half Penny
Queen Victoria

Printing: The first postal cards were printed by Donald McPhee Lee, Queen’s Printer and publisher of
the Royal Gazette. Postage was paid by affixing stamps to the pre-printed spaces on the card prior to
sale. The %2d (Inland) and 1%d (Foreign) card were released by the Post Office on July 1, 1880 and Au-
gust 1, 1880, respectively. Lee also printed surcharges on the Provisionals in 1893. Regualr cards with a
preprinted indicum, were ordered from De la Rue in 1884 and were received on 1885. De La Rue con-
tinued to produce all cards between that date and about 1960.

The 1%d cards of 1880

Feature Setting A Setting B Setting C
Break in oval above “UD” None Small to Large Faint to none
Hairline flaw through “MUD” None None to Faint Faint
“BERMUDA” measures 25.0mm 25.0mm 23.5mm
“BERMUDES” measures 25.0mm 26.0mm 27.0mm
“UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION” measures 47.0mm 47.0mm 48.0mm
Vertical of “t” of Post Card above these letters in address

“r Second “d>  Between “dr”

Colour Carmine Carmine Rose




Section: I: Cards One printing, received 25 Feb 1885. One Penny Half Penny
Queen Victoria 20,340 Setting A

Example ex Bern archieves

Card stock ranges from buff to cream




Section: I: Cards One Penny Half Penny
Queen Victoria Setting B




Section: I: Cards One Penny Half Penny
Queen Victoria Setting C

Rose with 1%2d QV indicium. Card ranges from white to buff
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Section: I: Cards Half Penny
Queen Victoria 1885 Provisional

Due to a shortage of the blue card stamp it was necessary to use the 1%d stock but placing the %2d stamp
on the right over the space of the 1d. First issued in 25 Feb 1885 and officially used until 25 March 1885.

First Day of Issue
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Section: I: Cards Half Penny
Queen Victoria 1885 Provisional

Correct placement is on the left in the place of the 1d stamp and only on the type C card printed in rose.
Both of these cards are correct using type C, althought the used card is used in 1886 so after the offical
dates.

12



Section: I: Cards Half Penny
Queen Victoria Design

1884 Artist’s drawing in red ink on tracing paper for an Inland %d Postal Stationery Postcard endorsed
“Specimen No. 2”. This drawing , which is ex De La Rue records was prepared locally and sent to them
by Bermuda as the suggested design foe the 1885 issue of the Postcards to be undertaken by De la Rue
to replace the 1880 series of Formula Cards, but omits several mistakes made in the original 1880 issue
- namly the wording “Universal Postal Union” and the French inscription “Les Isles Bermudes” both of
which are not required for an Inland Card!
The drawing still incorporates the Bermuda Post Office and Crown in a double oval and bears a small
sample of the desired blue stock in the lower right hand corner. Neither of these suggestions were ad-
opted by De la Rue in their 1885 issue.
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Section: I: Cards Die Proof
Queen Victoria

Colonial head sunk in a thick card.
The design used by Bermuda was common to several colonies

Half Penny
Essay DLR

DLR essay for the 1885 QV %2d blue Postal Statopnery Card comprising proof impression of the legend
with Artist’s pencil drawing of the stamp, dated “8 SEP 84”.
Unique
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Section: I: Cards Half Penny

Victori DLR
Queen Victoria One printing, received 25 Feb 1885.

20,340

POS ﬁ;ﬁ%ﬁ CARD
Bl .ﬁlll' A

THE ADRIRESS OHLY "TO 822 WISITTEWN QN THLS -SIDE.

POST @8 CARD
& S
BERMIIDA

THE ADDRESS QHLY TO. BE WRITTEM OM THIE SIDE.

Blue with %2d QV indicium. Card ranges from white to buft

i T l}ﬁf {:i e
POST $4% A
BLERAMTIT DA

THE ADDRESZ ONLY T, BE WRITTIZH




Section: I: Cards

One Penny Half Penny
Queen Victoria

Essay

1884 Artist’s drawing in red ink on tracing paper for an Inland 1%d Postal Stationery Postcard endorsed
“Specimen No. 1” and of No 3 with these words in the left hand corner”. This drawing , which is ex De
La Rue records was prepared locally and sent to them by Bermuda as the suggested design for the 1885
issue of the Postcards to be undertaken by De la Rue to replace the 1880 series of Formula Cards, but
omits several mistakes made in the original 1880 issue - namly the wording “Universal Postal Union” is
now replaced by the correct French form “Union Postale Universelle”
The drawing still incorrectly incorporates Bermuda and Crown instead of the Royal coat of arms and
bears a small sample of the desired blue red in the lower right hand corner.
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Section: I: Cards One Penny Half Penny
Queen Victoria Essay DLR

One printing, received 25 Feb 1885.
20,340

DLR essay for the 1885 QV 1%d carmine Postal Stationery Card comprising proof impression of the
legend with Artist’s pencil drawing of the stamp, dated “8 SEP 84”.
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Section: I: Cards One Penny Half Penny

i i DLR
Queen Victoria One printing, received 25 Feb 1885.

Carmine with 1%2d QV indicium. Card ranges from white to buff




Section: I: Cards One Penny Half Penny
Queen Victoria DLR

e s UMION POSTALE UNIVERGELLE
BELMUDA (LES ISTES BERMUDER)

POST @48 CARD

4
b R

UNION POSTALE UN VERSELLE
BIGIRM LITEA {J_;I'}:'i [alelis I3EHEM LG
POST #¢4% CARD
gy ﬂf{fg?l:g."&'l L
THE ADDRESS ONLY 7O BE WRITTEN DN THiS S1DE

Carmine with 1%2d QV indicium. Card ranges from white to buff

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
BERMUDA (LES ISLES BERMUDES)

POST $M% CARD

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS S1DE.




Section: I: Cards Penny Half Penny
Queen Victoria Reply Card - DLR

Scan of REPLY card

DLR essay for the 1885 QV 1%d carmine Postal Statopnery Card comprising proof impression of the
legend with Artist’s pencil drawing of the stamp, dated “8 SEP 84”.
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Section: I: Cards Penny Half Penny + Penny Half Penny
Queen Victoria Reply Card - DLR

One printing, received 25 Feb 1885.
20,340

Carmine with 1%2d QV indicium. Card ranges from white to buft
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Section: I: Cards One Penny Provisional

Queen Victoria 1893 Setting A

87 cards were surcharged

All of the surcharged cards where purchased by a Arthur Cleveland Cox Jones, clerk at the Hamilton
Post Office. Approximately a dozen used examples are recorded of which about 3 are known of type A.




Section: I: Cards
Queen Victoria

One Penny Provisional
Setting C
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Section: I: Cards One Penny

Queen Victoria 1893 DLR

6,116 cards overprinted

Two main settings are recorded with the spacing between “One” and “Penny” of either 4mm (which ap-
pears to the be more uncommon) or 4.5mm
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Section: I: Cards One Penny
Queen Victoria DLR

Double overprinted the surcharge one the indicum measures 4mm and has no stop, one inverted sur-
charge measures 4.5mm
Only recorded example

Surcharge measuring 3mm and has no stop. Only recorded used.
Less than 10 recorded examples
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Section: I: Cards One Penny + One Penny

Queen Victoria 1893 DLR

414 cards overprinted

Shades




Section: I: Cards One Penny + One Penny
Queen Victoria DLR

Shades




Section: I: Cards
Queen Victoria

One Penny + One Penny
DLR

Surcharge omitted on the “REPLY ”portion of the card
Three examples recorded
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Section: I: Cards One Penny
Queen Victoria Essay DLR

Essay with hand painting showing the new value of ONE PENNY in chinese white

Wi

N e i'a i |,
= ALY

SPECIMEN
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Section: I: Cards One Penny

Queen Victoria One printing, received Sep 1893. DL

quantity unknown

Carmine with 1d QV indicium. Card ranges from white to buff

Used to Switzerland
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Section: I: Cards One Penny + One Penny

Queen Victoria One printing, received Sep? 1893. DL

quantity unknown

Blue with 1/2d QV indicium. Card ranges from white to buff
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Section: I: Cards Half Penny

King Edward VII DLR
fig Bewar One printing, received Feb 1903.

Unlnown quantity

12d green




Section: I: Cards One Penny

King Edward VII One printing, received Jul 1909. PIR

12,168

12d green




Section: I: Cards Half Penny

v v DLR
ing George One printing, received 1912

quantity unknown

Blue with }2d QV indicium. Card ranges from white to buff
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Section: I: Cards Half Penny

King George V One printing, received 1913 PLE

quantity unknown

Yellow-green




Section: I: Cards
King George V

Half Penny
DLR

Yellow-green
Purple cancel

Green
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Section: I: Cards One Penny

King George V One printing, received 8 Nov.1912 PIR

quantity unkown




Section: I: Cards Half Penny

King George VI Seven printings, Jun 1938 - Apr 1940 PIR

76,836

1938 die proof in green of post card on buff (issued colour) showing albino impression of die surround.

SPECIMEN

392 printed
“THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE” measures 83mm
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Section: I: Cards Half Penny

i VI DLR
ng George Seven printings, Jun 1938 - Apr 1940

76,836

“THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE” measures 75.5mm




Section: I: Cards
King George VI

Thirteen? printings, Nov 1940 - Aug 1959
459,032

One Penny
DLR

SPECIMEN
392 printed

40



Section: II: Registered Envelope McCorcquodale
Queen Victoria

The four specimens on this and the following page were sent to Bermuda by McCorquodale and Co.,
Limited Contractors. They were attempting to compete with De la Rue for producing registered
envelopes. The used example is the only recorded usa of a McCorquodale envelope in Bermuda.




Section: II: Registered Envelope McCorcondale
Queen Victoria




Section: II: Registered Envelope Die Proof
Queen Victoria

Registration dates to 1556 during the reign of Queen Mary the current system from 1841 where the let-
ter was enclosed in a green sheet that was used as a receipt and returned to the sender. This developed
into the use of a ribbon follwoed by ta[e and string. The introduction of registered enveloped in 1878
the string was replaced by printed blue crossed lines that survived into the modern era.

Hand painted essay for the registered envelopes
with 2d indicium.

Die proof with 2d indicium in vermillion.
Ex Ludington

Registered envelopes were produced with a printed indicium showing the prepaid cost of registration
and in four standard sizes with letter codes as follows:

F 5” X 3”
G 6” X 31/2
H 77 X 57
H2 9” X 4”

43



Section: II: Registered Envelope Two Pence
Queen Victoria One printing, received May1892. Size F
1,000

The Queen Victoria registered envelopes were only produced in two sizes F and H2




Section: II: Registered Envelope One printing, received May1892. Two Pence
Queen Victoria 1,000 Size H2




Section: II: Registered Envelope Two Pence
Queen Victoria DLR

Uncleared embossed die proof with Docks indicium in vermillion.
Ex Ulrich, Leuhusen
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Section: II: Registered Envelope Two Pence
DLR

Queen Victoria One printing, received February 1903.
less than 5,000

REGISTERED | LETTER.

Trm Letyen musr pe civen 1olam Orricen oF e Poat Opeice

THe Stane
o Pay THE

70 B REaisTeren ano A | RECEIPT OOTMMED FOR IT.

PosTaAnE

P TTER:

REGISTERED

THis LerTes musT e awven To| AN Orricen oF The Post Orrice A STAMD
1o ot RocisTenen ano A | RecerT optaimco rom i, L
Postact
MLUET BE
Praneo Hese:

Type is known in grey and blue-grey

REGISTERED | LETTER,

Tt Lerren musT be aives 1o lis Oericer or The Po
Ta ne HEGI!TERL? AND A RECCEIPT CETAINED FOX

Only the one size envelope was prepared
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Section: II: Registered Envelope
King George V

huly 270 12

Hand painted essay
The unadopted design dated July
27 12 has stops at the sides and the
word “registration” in the same size
as the rest of the lettering, unlike
the design adopted for the issued
envelopes.

Two Pence
Essay

Hand painted essay
The stops are no longer prersent and
“registration” is in thinner letters.
Thiis design dated 11 Sep 12 was ad-
opted for the issued envelopes.

| BEF
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Section: II: Registered Envelope
King George V

One printing, received 1912
quantity unknown

Two Pence
DLR

REGISTERED

TH.‘-S LeT TER mUAT B GIVEN TOD
1o 88 Reamrestn anD A

EETFER:

Al Orrcer oF THE Post OFFice
REcEirT oaTAINED FOR IT,

Tz STamp
Ta' PiY THE
Poarags
MUST BE
Practo Hepe.

Blue with 1/2d QV indicium. Card ranges from white to buft

REGISTERED

THis LETTER MUST BE GIVEN TG
1o uE REGISTERED AND A

LETTER.

an OFFicen of THE Post OFmoe
REcmiPT oBTAINED FOR IT,

THe STamp
ta FPay THE
Postaac
MUST BE
Pracen Here.
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Section: II: Registered Envelope
King George V

REGISTERED
Triz LeTren MusT Ee aiven Ta
10 e R=alsTERED AND &

&

i

LETTER.
aM QEFICER OF THE pnr.—.;-
Reasz i 1

EOZIFT OBTAINED fﬂ”jﬁ

&
i

i

G LE S Wegprmtnnly

o

e

Z ;: 7 E ;{_’_j i
LA LOY

Al
L 5 N

Blue with 1/2d QV indicium. Card ranges from white to buff

REGISTERED

Ting LETTER MusT 3B mived 1 |an Or=rocr oF Te Post OFfice.
To b ReeigTenio AND A] RECEIRFT oTAINED FoR T

LETTER.

R

WARWICK EART,
BERMULIA

No 096

Capt.lsCellorcan
3462 Pesl Strest
Hontreal,Que.,
CAADA

Two Pence
DLR
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Section: II: Registered Envelope
King George V

Blue with 1/2d QV indicium. Card ranges from white to buff

One printing, received 1922.

quantity unkown

Three Pence
DLR

51 86 L

REGISTERED

Thrs LETTER MusT BE CIVER ¥TO
To Bx REQIETERED A%NO 4

Op

LETTER.

A4 Depiser of tHe PosT OeFies
ReCEieT ORTAINED FOF iT-

THE Stame
To. Pav THE

Faeract
MlsT Df
Pracen Hear,

didn
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Section: II: Registered Envelope Three Pence
King George V DLR

REGISTERED| LETTER.

Thea Levosn musT 26 civesy 7o [ay OFmees aF Tes Post Oreice THe Stame

1o e Reamerenes ano | Feester covamico roq i 1o Pay THE
Foerace

WUET BE
FPiitze Hene,

Blue with 1/2d QV indicium. Card ranges from white to buft




Registered Envelope

King George V

Section: I1

Two Pence Specimen

DLR

s
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DLR
>
!

Qatl A TG

r
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Three Penny

o, ]ﬂimﬂ.\w v A&

Section: II: Registered Envelope

King George V
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Section: II: Registered Envelope
King George VI

One printing, received May 1942.

29,950

Three Pence
DLR

REGISTERED

THis LeTTer MUST DE GIVEN TO
TO BE HEBIETEHE.E AND A

c G

LETTER.
ax Orricer oF THE PoaT OFFice Tre Stame
RECEWPT OBTAINED FOR IT. el
PosTace
MUST BE
Priceo Here,

xN‘ES

ST

SPECIMEN
348 produced

REGISTERED

Ths LETTEN MUsT M GIVEN TO

To BE RecisTERED AND A

LETTER:

an-OFFicer oF THE Posr Orrice
ReceirT oBTAINED FOR 1T,

THe STame
10 Pay THE

Posraas
MUST BE
PLacen Here,
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SPECIMEN

348 produced
Section: II: Registered Envelope Three Pence
King George VI Two printings, received Jun 1946 & Apr 49. DLR
55,650

REGISTERED | LETTER.

THE STAMP

Tris LeTTER MUST BE GIVEN TO | AN OFFICER OF THE PosT OFFICE .
o FAY
T0 BE REGISTERED, AND A | RECEIPT OBTAINED FOR IT. iRl
MUST BE

PLACED HERE.

S

REGISTERED | LETTER.

THis LETTER MUST BE GivEN TO | an OFFicer oF THE Post OFFICE TH;EMM?
1o BE REGISTERED, AND A | RECEIPT OBTAINED FOR IT. el
MUST BE

PLACED HERE.

REGISTERED | LETTER.

THis LETTER MUST BE GIVEN TO
TO BE HEGIETEF;?D, AND A

s
1.-'-'
PETS -'I
-
h(,{

‘i\&g :lj_ h‘}tmw\f\;‘ﬂy _

.-' '_djlnr . __:_-:_\- A . | o
o AN .\1 Weer Woso
¢ VE BAY I . ’
i ~HUOA ’ =0
N | e _J'ef \ ALOWES . o 4%
> |

--:_-;;-——:h-‘-“_'"““‘: & M 4 f
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SPECIMEN
348 produced

ree Pence

<
o
=]
i)
>
=
[£3)
~
o
L
U
-

DLR

One printing, received Oct 1941.

5,000
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Section: II: Registered Envelope
King George VI

One printing, received May 1942.
10,400

Three Pence
DLR

Imprint T3
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Section: III: News Paper Wrapper

King Edward VII

Reduced die proof on piece from
DLR archieve sheet. Marked “For
news Paper”

13 MAY 22 BEFORE
HARDENING

[
| .-__::_:- g __ ='||
]

The %d sheet for printing the stamp was not prepared until
1905 and the stamps only printed in 1906. It is therefore
likely that this die was prepared soley for preparation of the

News Paper or Postal Stationary cards.

Die Proof
DLR
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Section: III: News Paper Wrapper Appendix Sheet

King Edward VII _ _ _ . DLR
| | | e Moy )02
Cog) ) Ao iy bt

61
Appendix sheet with values hand painted. Notation under the 1d is “value should be %d”




Section: III: News Paper Wrapper
King Edward VII

One printing, Feb 1903

SPECIMEN

One Farthing
DLR
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Section: III: News Paper Wrapper Half Penny

King Ed d VII DLR
ng bawar One printing, received Feb 1903.

201,510

Printed on cram ro buff paper with varing shares of brown




Section: III: News Paper Wrapper
King Edward VII

One printing, received Feb 1903.

Half Penny
DLR
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Section: III: News Paper Wrapper Half Penny

King Ed d VII DLR
ng bawar One printing, received Feb 1903.

99,730

Distance from information to
top of indicium is 14.5mm

Distance from information to
top of indicium is 15.5mm
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Section: III: News Paper Wrapper
King Edward VII

One printing, received 1912.
quantity unknown

Caravel - One farthing
DLR

66



Section: III: News Paper Wrapper Half Penny

King George V One printing, received 1913 PLE

quantity unknown




Section: III: News Paper Wrapper
King George V

One printing, received 1913
quantity unknown

Half Penny
DLR
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Section: III: News Paper Wrapper
King George V

One printing, received 1913.
quantity unknown

KGYV - Half Penny
DLR
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Section: III: News Paper Wrapper Half Penny

King George VI 19 printings, oH




Section: III: News Paper Wrapper Half Penny
King George VI DLR

Blue with 1/2d QV indicium. Card ranges from white to buff
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Section: III: News Paper Wrapper
King George VI

Half Penny
DLR

Greneda wrapper overprinted stamped with Bermuda provisional handstamp
One of three recorded
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Section: III: News Paper Wrapper
King George VI

22 printings,

Half Penny
DLR
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Section: III: News Paper Wrapper Half Penny

o VI DLR
ng George One printing, received 25 Feb 1885.

20,340

37mm

38mm
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Section: III: News Paper Wrapper
King George VI

One printing, received 25 Feb 1885.
20,340

Half Penny
DLR
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Section: III: News Paper Wrapper
King George VI

One printing, received 25 Feb 1885.
20,340

Half Penny
DLR
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Section: I'V: Air Mail Wrapper
King George VI

i BY AIR M

One printing, received 25 Feb 1885.
20,340

AlL &

Half Penny
DLR
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Section: I'V: Air Mail Wrapper Half Penny

o VI DLR
ng George One printing, received 25 Feb 1885.

20,340

Blue with 1/2d QV indicium. Card ranges from white to buff
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Section: I'V: Air Mail Wrapper Half Penny

o I DLR
ng George One printing, received 25 Feb 1885.

20,340

I BY AIR MAIL S

Blue with 1/2d QV indicium. Card ranges from white to buff
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Section: I'V: Air Mail Wrapper Half Penny

King George VI One printing, received 25 Feb 1885. PIR

20,340

— T_—.---—-..--.1-_-...m.n-.:---:n-r:-f:.--=_._-_---_-m...-..'.-.‘.—T w.'ﬂ""_:':"n”--lwd.l'mjft
(I B

Blue with 1/2d QV indicium. Card ranges from white to buff
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